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President Clinton lauds UCF collaboration
with Orlando firms in commencement

© (@ wemy o

By Lauren Roth, Orlando Sentinel
4:58 p.m. EDT, May 2, 2013

Former president Bill Clinton receives on honory doctorate degree from University of Central
Florida president D. John Hitt during the commencement ceremony for the College of Health
and Public Affairs and the College of Medicine's Burneit School of Biomedical Science, at UCF
in Orlando, Fla., Thursday, May 2, 2013 (Orlando Sentinel, Joe Burbank / May 2, 2013)




Collaborations between UCF and companies in greater Orlando are a model for the rest of the
United States, former President Bill Clinton told about 1,600 graduates and their guests at a
commencement address this afternoon.

Calling himself "UCF's most ardent, unpaid flack," Clinton cited the confluence of the university
and local technology firms, and lauded two UCF grads who have developed an on-campus idea
into an international envirommental group.

"We need each other. We need to grow together. We need to learn together," Clinton said.
“Orlando works because there's a high level of collaboration” that has been recognized by
outsiders.

He said the last remaining area of bigotry in the United States is our preference to be surrounded
by peopie who agree with us. He urged the graduates to be different.

“Too many of us still believe our differences are more important than our common humanity,” he
told the students, who are graduating from the College of Health and Public Affairs and the
Burmnett School of Biomedical Sciences.

"The success of UCF, the success of Orlando. ..are testimony that no matter how righteous we
are, how close to the truth we are, we do better when we work together."

Clinton, who was granted an honorary doctorate of humane letters, was the first president to
speak at a University of Central Florida commencement since President Richard Nixon in 1973,
Clinton had visited UCF twice before.

University President John C. Hitt landed Clinton as a humanitarian who presided over the
nation's "longest peacetime economic expansion.”

Graduates said they were excited and honored to hear Clinton at their graduation, one of five
commencements scheduled at the university this week. About 7,800 UCF students are earning
their degrees during events that also commemorate the 50" anniversary of the state's largest
public university.

Christina Colbert, a 22-year-old legal studies graduate from Daytona Beach, said she wanted to
hear what Clinton would say about jobs, “That's everyone's main concem," she said.

Clinton told graduates to embrace opportunity like the two UCF students who in 2008 founded
"IDEAS for Us," an organization that helps young people implement environmental
sustainability ideas around the world.

"Most of the people who have ever lived on planet Earth never had the choices your degrees: and
your mortarboards give you. Most people didn't choose what they do for a living,"” Clinton said
in his 23-minute speech. "Even in a tough economy, you have been given that."



He also encouraged them to make a difference. We have "more means to change the course of
history than ever before" through technology, he said.

"1t's an honor — anytime a U.S. president comes — it's awesome. It didn't matter which one,"
said Joseph Caesar, 28, of Fort Wayne, Ind. A public administration major, Caesar said he hoped
to hear Clinton talk about public service. "At one point, he was a college graduate, too."

Clinton told the graduates that the 45 years since his graduation from Georgetown University has
flown by.

"My advice — do what makes you happy,” he said. "I hope you will do well. ¥ hope you will do
good. X hope you will have a good time doing it."

Iroth@tribune.com or 407-420-5120. Follow her on Twitter @RothLauren.
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