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Providence Unlversity Foreign Language Center

DEVELOPING ACTIVE LEARNERS

Speaker: Dr. Neil Anderson

Bio - Dr. Neil ] Anderson is a Professor in the MA TESOL program in the Department
of Linguistics and English Language at Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. He also
serves as the Coordinator at the English Language Center. Neil has taught and
presented papers and workshops in over 40 countries. His research interests include
second language reading, motivation, language learning strategies, and teacher
leadership. He is the author of a teacher education text entitled Exploring Second
Language Reading: Issues and Strategies (1999, Heinle} and an EFL reading series
ACTIVE Skills for Reading (2012, Heinle). Neil served as President of Teachers of
English to Speakers of Other Languéges, Inc. 2001-2002. He has had two Fulbright
research/teaching fellowships, one in Costa Rica (2002-2003) and in Guatemala

(2009-2010).

This session focuses on a pedagogical framework for improving L2 reading instruction.
The ACTIVE reading framework suggests that six components receive explicit focus
during reading instruction:

A: Activate prior knowledge
C: Cultivate vocabulary
T: Think about meaning

I: Increase reading rate



V: Verify reading strategies
E: Evaluate progress

Together we will consider how each component in the framework leads to improved L2

reading.

Session 2: Developing Engaged L2 Readers Abstract, 11

Developing engaged L2 readers leads to learners who make significant progress. This
session will focus on six characteristics of engaged readers and will highlight the links
between research and pedagogical practice. Engaged readers (1} activate their
background knowledge into the new knowledge they are gaining from texts they read, (2)
read widely, (3) read fluently and use their cognitive capacity to focus on the meaning of
what they read, (4) develop their comprehension by extending, elaborating, and critically
judging what they read, (5) are metacognitively aware as they use a variety of strategies,
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and (6) are motivated readers.
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