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» Prof. Gary M. Ciuba (Department of English, Kent State University, Trumbull

Campus)
Topic: Reading from the Grave: Violence, Modern Fiction, and the U.S. South
o Prof. Pin-chia Feng ‘54 (Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures,
National Chiao Tung University)
Topic: Birth of Nations: Representing the Partition in Bapsi Sidhwa’s Cracking India
o Dr. Eric Francis Langley (Department of English Language and Literature,
University College London)
Topic: Preposterous Violence: Shakespeare and the Rhetoric of Suicide
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The Eighth Annual Wenshan International Conference

Literature and Violence

Rationale
Violence—in the form of justification for it and stricture against it, of appreciation and

fear of it, of gratification and remorse resulting from it—has always been a vital element of
literature and of the culture that is the shared context in which both literature and violence
appear. The traditional genres of epic, tragedy, and comedy, forms that Aristotle called
“imitations of men in action,” are in part means of organizing the representation of violence
and/or the threat or possibility of violence.

The Eighth Annual Wenshan International Conference, organized by the English
Department of National Chengchi University, Taipei, aims to uncover and shed light on the
varied facets of violence as it appears in literature, and clarify the connections between

literature and the larger culture that produces it.

Invited speakers
» Prof. Gary M. Ciuba (Department of English, Kent State University, Trumbull
Campus)
Topic: Reading from the Grave: Violence, Modern Fiction, and the U.S. South
o Prof. Pin-chia Feng /%1% (Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures,
National Chiao Tung University)
Topic: Birth of Nations: Representing the Partition in Bapsi Sidhwa’s Cracking India
+ Dr. Eric Francis Langley (Department of English Language and Literature,
University College London)
Topic: Preposterous Violence: Shakespeare and the Rhetoric of Suicide

Organizer
Department of English, National Chengchi University

Conference date
May 9-10, 2009

Conference venue
Conference Rooms in the Administration Building of National Chengchi University

Registration

1. Please enter our website (http://english.nccu.edu.tw/seminar/actnews.php?Sn=6) to register.

2. Deadline for on-line registration is May 3 (Sunday).
3. No registration fee is required.




